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Dear Parents, 

Happy December everyone – since the last newsletter children have been very busy in their learning and making 
good progress across the board! 

We all enjoyed a super Christmas Fayre at the Village Hall – thank you to the PTFA for organising such a fun event 
and well done to the choir also who sang so beautifully. They also sang at the Walton carol concert and are certainly 
in demand! 

We are looking forward to Family Worship this Thursday 7th followed by Christmas Jumper Day on the Friday. The 
following week everyone is going to Stafford Gatehouse to watch Robin Hood and then throughout the week the 
children will perform their Class Christmas Productions.  

Mr Wright 

***Our Christian Values: Trust – Thankfulness – Friendship – Forgiveness*** 

Canal and River Trust 

We would like to thank Phil and Steve from the Canal and River Trust for coming to teach us all 

about staying safe when around canals and rivers. The children learnt to identify dangers and 

ways that we can stay safe. They also learnt a very important message Stay Away From the 

Edge. 

 

PTFA Christmas Party Success 

The annual PTFA Christmas party took place at the village hall this year and raised just over £1000. Thank you to all those that 
helped with this event and a special thank you to Ange Arnold, chair, who organised the party and the choir for opening the 
event. 

http://www.oulton.staffs.sch.uk


***Our Christian Values: Trust – Thankfulness – Friendship – Forgiveness*** 

Oulton Choir Busy in the Community 

The school choir have been very much in demand over the past few weeks. Last Friday they 
opened the school Christmas party. On Sunday they sang in a Christmas Carol Service along with 
the C-K Community Choir at Walton Community Centre and on Thursday they sang again with the 
C-K Community Choir to the Alzheimer Society at the Christ Church Centre in Stone. We have  
received many compliments regarding the children's behaviour and singing. They are great      
ambassadors for the school - well done! 

Walton Community Centre 

Christ Church Centre 
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How active are you in your own time? 

Bring in your selfies for  

The Oulton  

First  

School 

Health and 

Fitness display board. 

The first photo has been put up– well done to Alfie for doing a night time nature walk. 

Please continue to challenge yourselves and bring in the photos!  

Class 2 Visit Aston Hall Museum Birmingham 

Class 2 enjoyed a trip to Aston Hall Museum, Birmingham on Wednesday this week 
where they were able to explore the story of the Great Fire of London in a historic 
setting. Pupils discussed how the fire started by looking at bread ovens in the kitchen 
and discovered why the flames spread so quickly and how they were eventually put 
out. Some pupils were able to dress up as characters such as Thomas Farriner,  Samuel 
Pepys and King Charles II. Pupils explored a bedroom like the one Samuel Pepys slept in 
and also learnt 17th-century fire-fighting methods by passing a leather fire bucket along 
a line.  



***Our Christian Values: Trust – Thankfulness – Friendship – Forgiveness*** 

 

Eco Grant 

Great news! 

Oulton School has been awarded 

an Eco grant from Stafford Eco– 

Schools Network to the value of 

£450. We intend to spend it on a 

greenhouse during the Spring 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Switch Off Fortnight 

We are have been very 

busy switching off for 

the last two weeks!- No, 

Eco Warriors did NOT 

break the boiler to save 

energy, but we have 

been very busy making 

sure we don’t waste it 

either. 

 

 

The winners of Eddie the Eco 

Bear last week were Class 2  

and this week he was given to 

all the staff who use the     

Rainbow room– Well  done! 

Sponsored Slim Update 

Mrs Arnold has lost 10lbs so far!! 

Dr Spicer has lost 3lbs. 

We will keep you regularly updated with 

both their progress.  Please see Mrs      

Arnold/Dr Spicer if you would like to    

support them in this challenge. 



Science Corner 

 
I hope you have a fabulous festive weekend. Here is an experiment to get you in the Christmas spirit! 

Santa’s Magic Milk Experiment 

Equipment: 

Milk     Green food colouring 

Red food colouring  Green glitter 

Red glitter    Peppermint Essence (optional) 

Liquid soap    A lolly stick 

A shallow dish 

 

Method: 

1. Pour some milk in the shallow dish. 

2. Add some peppermint essence if you’d like it to smell. 

3. Sprinkle the glitter on top of the milk and add small drops of food colouring near the edges of the 

 dish.  

4. Dip the lolly stick in the liquid soap and place that end in the centre of the milk.  

5. The food colouring will slowly begin to swirl and the glitter will jump to the edge of the bowl. 

Hope you enjoy, 

Mrs Hitchin 

Christingle Collection 

Dear Parents, 

We have sent home the Christingle collection boxes 

this week, please can we ask that you return them 

before 14th December. 

Thank you. 
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Christmas Time – An Exciting Opportunity for Literacy and Numeracy! 

  
As we draw to the end of the year, excitement is in the air!  Thoughts of Santa, snow and presents – and well-earned 
break for staff in schools! – are on our minds.  Reading and spelling is put in the back of children’s minds replaced 
by excitement about waking up on 25

th
December to see what the man in red has left under the tree.   

However, Christmas can be a fantastic opportunity to continue to develop reading, spelling and maths with children 
in their own home environments.  There are many ways that the holidays can be used as a learning and consolida-
tion opportunity for literacy and numeracy.  Parents could try these ideas:  

 The Argos or Smyths Toys catalogue and the Christmas TV Guide are great resources to get reluctant     
readers to engage with text.   Choose carefully the words or sentences that you want them to read to ensure 
that the child does not reach frustration level; a paired reading approach could be used.  Pictures in the      
catalogues and magazines can also be used as a starting point for discussion to extend vocabulary and     
develop inference e.g. what do you think might happen to Doctor Who by looking at the picture? 

 

 Read Christmas stories and rhymes together.  Talk about the story and the characters (how they feel, what 
they are like, what they look like, what has happened to them).  Do a word hunt in the book and look for words 
that rhyme, start with a specific letter or see how many times a specific high frequency word is repeated on the 
page.  

 

 Put items from around the house inside a Christmas stocking.  Take out each item individually and give the 
starting sound. Extension ideas: ask the child to give another word which starts with the same letter 
(generating alliteration), give a word that rhymes with the item or order several items from the stocking in   
alphabetical sequence according to the initial letter. 

 

 Use baubles or tinsel to make the shape of a specific letter that is being found difficult e.g. b/d.  Different    
coloured tinsel could be used for each letter to give a visual link.    

 

 Snow on the ground gives a perfect opportunity to practice letter formation or spellings in a multisensory 
way.  However, in the absence of snow, pour salt onto a baking tray instead and use a finger or paint brush to 
form the letter or word.  

    
 A note to Santa or a thank you letter after Christmas is always a good opportunity to practice writing.  A 

shared writing approach could be used for more reluctant writers with key word prompts. Use smaller paper 
with appropriate Christmas pictures on it as a motivator for writing.  

 

 Play board and card games to support maths and reading.  
 

Play memory games: 

 

 Place several items linked to Christmas on a tray.  Allow the child to look at the tray before covering it up.  See 
how many items they can recall.  

 

 Play “I went to market” in a Christmas style e.g. Santa went into his workshop and asked his elves to 
make…….  

 

 Back to the Argos/Smyths Toys catalogues for maths activities…… 
 

 See how many times a specific number is written on the page (e.g. 6/9) to support visual recognition of tricky 
numbers.  

 

 Use the catalogue to “spend” money received for Christmas – what can you buy for £20 on the page?  What 
change would you have if you bought….? 

 

 Use the index to find specific pages; is 141 greater than or smaller than 119?  

More numeracy ideas: 

 
When decorating the tree together, consolidate number bonds e.g. I have 3 red baubles and I want 10 red  baubles, 
what goes with 3 to make 10? 

 
Baking mince pies (and other Christmas treats) is always a good opportunity to bring in day-to-day maths e.g.  
measurement, addition, one more etc.  
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Diary Dates  

 
These dates are correct at the time of printing but may be subject to change. 
 

07.12.17 Family Worship (2.30pm) 

08.12.17 Christmas Jumper Day donation £1.00 for Donna Louise Trust 

08.12.17 Choir: St John’s Church Advent Fundraiser (6.45-8pm) 

11.12.17 Stone Advent Window Unveiling (Mayfair Dry Cleaners - 11am) 

12.12.17 Gatehouse Theatre Trip (YR-Y4) 

13.12.17      Class 1 Christmas production (9.30am - refreshments from 9am) 

       Christmas Dinner  

14.12.17      Class 3 Christmas production/violin performance (9.30am - refreshments from 9am) 

15.12.17      Class 2 Christmas production (9.30am - refreshments from 9am) 

18.12.17      Christmas Crafts (C1: 9-10am/ C3: 10.30-11.30/ C2: 2-3pm) 

19.12.17      Christmas Service at St. John’s Church (2pm) 

 End of term 

03.01.18      Inset Day 

04.01.18      School Re-Opens 

***Our Christian Values: Trust – Thankfulness – Friendship – Forgiveness*** 


